Professor Merkt, the Chief of the German
Spy System.

(Continued from Last Sunday)

CHAPTER VIIL

NE afternoon late in 1916 the liveried

O lackey who stands at the curb outside

the imposing Hotel Shoreham, in Wash-

ington, opened the door .of a limousine that

swang up to the sidewalk. A slender form,

muffled rakishly in rich sables, followed a dain-
tily groomed foot out of the car

The pompous hotel attendant was much im.
pressed, not so much by the expensive furs and
trim boots-as by the poise and exotie beauty of
thenew guest, the bustling vivacity of the French
maid; who emerged from the car behind her, and
the distinguished appearance of the foreign look-
ing man who was her escort The flunkey was
convineed the young woman must be a person of
importance.

And so she was—of importance to Germany.
For it was the most valuable and suceessful of
Germany’s women spies, Mme, Storch who had
arrived in the United States. Her companion
was the infatuated Count de Beville

Mme. Storch chose to be registered as the
““Countess de Beville,”” and was assigned one of
the most elaborate suites of apartments in the
hotel. Her reasons for being known at the capi-
tal as the Countess were nlg erwards explained.
Anticipating future need to leave the United
States, she wished to establish in Washipgton
the identity under which she had travelled on
the passports procured for her by the traitorous
official of the French Secret Service, Captain,
Ladeaux. These passports had been issued to
““the Count and Countess de Beville," which
helped to ward off suspicion, as the Count’s fam-
ily was one of the most loyal in France. - On
later wisits to Washington Mme. Storch inva-
riably reassumed this identity.. When she wished
to leave the United States these passports were
vised without question.

Count von Bernstoff, the German Ambassador,
had been notified of the coming of Mme Storch
to the United States. Special instructions for
her had been forwarded to him from Berlin, it is
believed. She was reccived by him at a secret
rendezvous the day after her arrival. It has
been announced that Mine Storch received from
the German Ambassador as her firg} payment for
her expenses in this country 000  Later
payments averaging $1,000 a week eontinued and,
forwarded by Berlin after the United States
entered the war, have heen traced by the gov-
ernment The channels through which these
remittances were sent have not been fully di
vulged by the authorities, exeept that the pay-
ments were made to Mme. Storch frequently by
Mime. Charlotte Nix, said to be one of the German
paymasters in this eountry

Count de Beville always remained in the
background when Mme Storch began {o tise her
beauty and ability to lure men‘sas a trap for
those persons in Washington whom she wished
to meet These included the attaches of tie lega-
tions—the neutral as well as the allied diplomats.

She Transfers Her Intrigues
from Washinglon to New York

Mme. Storch’s experience of the undercurrent
of officialand army life was international She
thought to find in Washington that frivolous,
reckless gavety so familiar in the capitals of
Europe. In Paris, Petrograd and London young
and pretty women hold courts of theéir own  The
custom, she discovered, had not been imported
to the sedate and dignified capital of the United
States.

She decided a8 more profitable field for her
espionage and plotting would be in New York,
which, she was told, was the real hub of the
nation’s social as well as finaneial activities
Before she left Washingtion, however. she sue-
ceeded in building the foundation for later in-’
trigues. Among the diplomatie attaches who
succeumbed to her charms, it was been authori-
tatively annofinced, there was at least one who
made her stay at the ¢ apital worth while *‘Mme
Storch PBS]]J suceeeded,”” said the Department of
Justice, ‘'in communicating ‘with the rnemy
without the knowledge of the ecnsor '"  Her re-
ports from this country were forwarded to Ger-
wany in the mail bags of a nentral legatiop.

In New York Mme Storch established hersell
in one of-the most costly suites at the Hotel
Waldorf She allowed herself to be known
under her own name, the Count de Beville en-
gaging apaffments elsewhere. Immediately
after this eountry declared war the Waldor{ be-
came & popular meeting place for officers of the
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-~ Mme. Storch—Vampi
‘and German Spy,

of the career of Mme, Nezie Storch, one of the most
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valued and highly paid spies in the German Secret Service,
asxthasbeentoldfromweektoweek. After gix years of suc-
cessful activity in all the great capitals of Europe, Mme. Storch
was trapped recently in the Biltmore Hotel, in New York City,

+ by agents of the United States Department of Justice.

Her childhood experiences in the harem, her years of gay
life among the profligates of the most licentious society in Europe
and her establishment in Paris by the German Foreign Office in
an expensive setting of servants, equipages and admirers’ were

Her enlistment of the pretty
dancer, Mlle, Mata-Hari, as.a spy and the latter's execution by
a firing squad; the debauchery of Mlle. Susy Depsy and this
young- woman's tragic fate as a spy; her intrigues with Raisuli,
thelloroecanbandﬂ,andthetngicde&thsofMo!
“proudest noblemen, who had become her lovers and

and then England,
related, and a further chapter is added to-day.»

parrated in previous chapters.

ginister activities in Pe

uifferent armies of the allies detailed to this
country upon war missions, diplomats and spe-
cial commissioners from France, Italy,. England
and Russia, and important eivilians engaged in
war work. ' .

In returning to her own name when she ap-
peared in New York and abandoning her iden.
tity as the Countess de Beville Mme. Storch at
once disclosed her desire to leave no trail be-
hind along which she might be followed surrep-
titiously ~ The Countess de Beville, should

oecasion arise to suspect her, had disappeared
completely from Washington.

‘When, later, the agents of the government did
seek to trace the Countess de Beville from Wash-

ington to New York, they lost her completely at ~

the doors of the Hotel Shoreham. They could
not even find a taxi driver who had taken her
to the train nor a porter who had transferred
her baggage.

When she had- been followed at lasi to the
Waldorf it was found she had again disap-
peared leaving no clues behind. She had
movéd to the Biltmore Hotel and registered
there as Mme Nezie. She covered her tracks so
effectively that she appeared to be gompletely
lost in the big <ity, and the bunt for her had to

#hegin all over again -

The Exquisitely Luxurious
Existence of the Arch-Vampire

At the Waldorf Mme Storch’s maid, Marie,

was in constant attendance upon her. She indi-
cated to the management which of the floor ser-
vants—stewards, maids and errand boys—
‘pleased her most, and insisted upon these fa-
vored ones being assigned to perform her ser-
vices 'With the hotel florist she placed an order
®hat fresh clusters of orchids and violets be
placed in her reception room daily. Shortly
after her arrival she engaged a private limousine,
Wwith a chauffeur and coachman. It was one of
her whims that her coachman should be taller
than her chauffeur—it was her whim, too, that
bath the chauffeur and the eoachman should,
have been previously employed in important
families.

In the many drawing rooms of the palatial
Waldorf there alwavs are interesting gathtrings
of persons from almost every corner of the world,
as well as men and women of more restricted
fame. The Count de Beville, who ealled fre-
quently at Mme Storeh's apartments was in a
position to identify many persons of distinction.
Apparenfly he could commund from ‘mysterious
sources letters of iutroduction to virtually any
one whom he desired to meet.  Mme, Storch’s
acquaintance was m-m{ually enlarged through
the efforts of the Count The latter never ob-
truded himself. When he had placed a new ae-
quaintance, a financier. 2 munitions broker, a
foreign eontractor or a military official at ease
with the fascinating Muwme. Storch, he promptly
withdrew behind the horizon, leaving her to use

her wiles as she might see fit.

There is very little record of Mme. Storch’s
proceedings during the days that immediately
preceded this country’s declaration of war  Ap-

parently she was moving cautiously  Yet her
plans took shape carly, for she began to render
important service to Germany almost imme-
diately after war was declared

During the Summer of 1917 and later Mme
Storch frequently visited Washington, where
she found ways of establishing friendly rela-
tions with Spanish attaches, with whom she conld
talk of their beloved Madrid, and through them
the allied officers and agents who were swarm-
ing nto that eity

These acquaintances were extended to Now
York Elaborate entertainments, with the
young Nezie as the hostess, began to take place
at the Waldorf. Many of these parties assumed
some of Lhe characteristic of those which had
made the yonng Turkish beauty famous in Paris,
Madrid and Petrograd. A score of hearts were

lost to her, and, with the infinite skifl which wax
hers alone, she deftly played one heart against
another in the game she had undertaken.

In the meantime Mme Storeh was learning,
from confidences innocently réposed in her by the
men she captivated, mueh military information
which this eountry desired to be seeret from
Germany. - She learned of actiyities at Wash-
ington nat made publie outside of governmental
departments. Through the mail bags of the nen-

tral embassy, ulthqu‘rtmentorJ ice has
announced, this -information was quickly for-
warded to Ba*hn.

A statement issued recently by the Deplrtnmt
ofJunwe, which has charge of ferreting out the

°fpies in this.country, best describes the

Mme. Storch in marshaling“her ac-

:!u:;num for whatever service she desired
em,

‘*Mme, Storch mixed in a dozen different cir
cles of society at the same time,”" say the assist-
ants of Chief Charles De Woody, of the Depart-
ment of Justice Investigation Bureau. ‘‘Her
many affairs of the heart were mere cloaks for
her dangerous German intrigues.

‘“While we were investigating hef activities
we would obtain ¢lues which were, apparently,
absolutely at eross purposes. We would find her
associating with one group of persons and then,
while we were investigating this group, we would
learn from other sources that she was the centre
of an entirely different company. More than
once, when we were on trails that should have
led- directly to her, it appeared that the trail
must lead to twé or three different women.

“Finally we parrowed all trails down to this
one remarkable young woman, who was as much
at home in the officers’ mess of an interned Ger-
man ship at Porto Rico as in Peacock Alley in
the Waldorf; as able to fascinate a Paris apache
as a poyal prince ; who was familiar with the lob-
bies of almost every important hotel in the
world."'

Two extremes. in the friendships of Mme.
Storch were the general manager of a huge
Western manufacturing plant which had been
given over to the government and a humlje
mechanic’s helper in 8 gyroscope faetory in
Brooklyn. The general manager had given his
services to the government for $1 a year. The
mechanie’s helper earned $17 a week.  But both
the products of the great Western plant and the
gyroscope factory were of important bearing
upon the preparation and improvement of Amer-
ica's war munitions,

New and Wealthy
Addi!iona. to the Storch Circle,

Not long after this conntry began to play its
part in the war the Count de Cleremont, who had
been a follower of Mme Nezie through Europe,
and Mme. Charlotte Nix appeared in New York.
They arrived together from Cuba, but Mme. Nix
occupied apartments at the Hotel Netherland,
while de Cleremont leased an elaborate apart-
ment at No. 44 West Fifty-cighth streett Mme
Storch held many of her sceret meetings with
persons who were dangerous to the United
States in the apartments of Mme. Nix and de
Cleremont.

The government has traced the payment of
huge funds to Mme Nix by Bernstorff and other
German agents in this country It is believed
Mme Storch turn&d her dupes over to Mme. Nix
when the use of large funds became necessary

The Count de Cleremont emerged from Ger-
many shortly after the war began, attaching
himself to Mme. Storeh and Mme Nix. In the
gay night life of New York he posed as & mem-
ber of the French army compnission

Count de Cleremont and Mme Nix became
close friends of Mrs Hugo Reisinger daughter
of Adolphus Busch the wealthy German brewer
Mrs Reisingor 15 one of the wealthiest German,
Americans in Ameriea A wireless plant was
found in her New York home after the govern.
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With consummate daring Mme. Storch drove to the -
Hotel Shogeham, in Washington, and registered as the
“Countess de Beville"—Almost next door to the White
House and the State Department and Bureau of Justice this
German spy boldly and openly established herself.

ment’s ban on private wireless plants had been
issued. Twice since the arrest of Mme. Storch
Mrs. Reisinger has been summoned to appear
before Department of Justice officials.

Mme. Storeh was warmly received in the homes
of the rich and prominent families of known Ger-
man sympathi The ease with which she pro-
cured introductions to such persons, some of
them of great social influence, astounded the
government.

It was early in 1918 the State Department at
Washington was notified by the allies that Mme.
Storeh had come to Ameriea, and that if the
former slave girl could be capturethn the plot-
ting which Franee and England were sure she
would be engaged.in the prize would be a great
one

At thig time the War Department had just been
aroused to the presence in this conntry of a dan-
gerous band of women spies, who, with unlimited
funds - mysteriously forwarded from Berlin,
moved in official eircles and with powerful social

« connections and unlimited opportunities for in-

trigue and observation of povernment seerets,
seriously menaced the cauntry’s preparations
for war N\

When the government’s agents took to the
trail of Mme. Storch and her confederates they
soon struck the track of this band of women
spies. It was easy to suspect.them, but hard to
catch them at their work. Each woman, appar-
ently, was gcting whaolly by herself, without as-
sociates. All of them were of mofe or less strik-
ing personality Some were unusually beauti-
ful and of high social position. And each seemed
to have her especial fisld allotted her

Not all of this band has yet been rounded up.
The government agencies were seriously handi-
capped until the Congress, at the instigation of
President Wilson, gave the President and his
assistants the authority needed to deal promptly

with women who were suspected of enemy aetivi-
ties Among those who were gathered in after
the government began its efforts to trap Mme

Starch were Mme. Nix, who is believed to have
been one of Germany’s most trusted agents in
this country. and Mme Marie K. de Victoria, a
handsome young woman, who is said te” have
been active in fomenting Irish trouble. )
Mme Nix 15 the \ri!‘p of a Germap army officer
of high standing © She was sent abroad by the
German Intelligenee OfMiee in 1913, and it was
at this time she began to appear in the back-
ground wherever Mmé Storch was engaged in
her plots. She was found at the fashionable
Hotel Netherlands, in New York. Franee ad-
vised this government of some of Mme Nix's
activities abroad, and when confronted with this
information she admitted having received. re-
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